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TORONTO - A testy exchange erupted between transit union boss Bob Kinnear and Tory MPPs calling for back-to-work legislation to end the York Region transit strike.

Kinnear reacted negatively Thursday when MPPs Frank Klees, Peter Shurman and Julia Munro — who represent areas affected by the more than two-week-old strike — proposed a legislated solution.

The Tory MPPs also asked all transit workers in the GTA, not just those employed by the TTC, be designated essential so they cannot strike in the future.

Immediately after the media conference at Queen’s Park, Kinnear confronted the provincial politicians to ask them to support the union’s request to settle the impasse immediately through arbitration.

Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) Local 113 has issued a public call to York Region Chairman Bill Fisch to intervene and pressure Veolia Transportation, the employer, to send the dispute to an independent arbitrator.

“There is too much of a gap between the parties right now and animosity is building which does not encourage collective bargaining,” Kinnear said.

Tory MPP Peter Shurman said Kinnear’s solution may resolve the strike in a way that could prove too costly.

“And there’s no end game here involving getting Fisch to the table at all?” Shurman said. “C’mon Bob, you can’t suck and blow.”

Kinnear replied, ”I’m not sucking and blowing at all. Why wouldn’t you encourage the employer to accept our proposal so the people of York Region can have transit tomorrow and there’d be no more job loss?”

Klees said it was not his role to intervene directly in the negotiations.

Instead, the Tory MPPs want provincial legislators to order the transit workers back on the job if the dispute is still on-going as of Nov. 21, the date when the Legislature gets back to business.

To prevent future strikes, the Toronto Transit Commission Labour Disputes Resolution Act, which outlawed TTC strikes, should be extended to all other transit services in the region, the MPPs say.

Residents of the 905 region deserve a seamless transit system with the same protections against strikes as the people of Toronto, Klees said.

Kinnear said collective bargaining works 99% of the time.

“I think it’s important that unions have the right to bargain just as the employers do,” he said.

 

