LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ONTARIO

Thursday 6 May 2010

Speech and language services

Mr. Frank Klees: We have a crisis developing in speech language pathology services across the province. This is a petition addressing that issue

“Whereas there are more than 1,000 children in the public and Catholic schools in York region who are on the wait-list for speech language therapy; and

“Whereas these are children who are struggling with speech and language disorders, which can have serious consequences without timely intervention; and

“Whereas it is the responsibility of the Central Community Care Access Centre to assign speech language pathologists to provide therapy to children on the wait-list, but the McGuinty government has substantially cut funding to the CCAC for speech language pathology, with the result that children are not being released from the wait-list for treatment; and

“Whereas parents are being told to pay for private therapy if they want timely treatment for their children, but many parents cannot afford the cost of private therapy, with the result that these children are at risk of increased severity of their difficulties, impacting their social and academic skills;

“Therefore we, the undersigned, petition the Parliament of Ontario to call on Premier Dalton McGuinty, the minister responsible for children and youth services, and the Minister of Education to intervene immediately to ensure that the Central CCAC develop a plan that will ensure that the more than 1,000 children in need of speech language therapy in York region receive the necessary treatment.”

This is an urgent matter. I support this petition and am pleased to add my signature.

