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The province's effort to improve the reporting policies of serious incidents in schools across the province isn't enough, according to the opposition. 
Next spring. the province will present legislation making it mandatory for teachers and school staff to report "serious" incidents between students to the principal, a move Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees deems insufficient. His concern lies with the fact the legislation doesn't require the principal to report the incident to parents or the police. 
"I am hearing of far too many incidents of bullying and violence in our schools and this is an unacceptable response to an increasing problem," Mr. Klees said. "The are really only going half the way with this legislation." 
He first raised the issue of making it mandatory to report serious student-on-student incidents to parents and the police after an incident at a Newmarket Catholic school where a six-year-old male student was assaulted with a belt by two 13-year-old students in a school washroom. 
The offenders were charged in connection with the assault and not allowed to return to the school, however, Mr. Klees was told the principal told the victim's parents the police didn't need to be involved. 
At the time, the York Region District Catholic School Board admitted the mistake and would use the incident to re-enforce board protocol with all principals. 
At the York Region District School Board, it is at the discretion of the principal to get parents and the police involved, board spokesperson Ross Virgo said. 
"We report any occurrence at school when it is going to make parents upset when their children talk about it at home," he added. "We send home a letter." 
As for police involvement, both school boards have an agreement with York Regional Police, which is posted on their websites. A list of occurrences requiring police involvement includes physical assaults causing bodily harm or requiring medical attention, sexual offences, threats of serious physical injury and criminal harassment among others. 
But further in the document, it states, "principal or principal designate may exercise his or her discretion regarding other occurrences and whether police contact is necessary". 
The school boards all have policies in effect, but a slap on the wrist is not enough, Mr. Klees said, adding parents of the victim have a right to know and so do the parents of the offender, especially a repeat offender. 
"This is not a new issue," he said. "Everyone understands action needs to be taken by the government." 
Education Minister Kathleen Wynne announced the plan for legislation after the safe schools action team released a report surrounding gender-based violence, sexual harassment and homophobia in schools across the province. 
The report, Shaping a Culture of Respect in Our Schools: Promoting Safe and Healthy Relationships, also suggests education surrounding gender stereotypes and homophobia in Grade 6, sexually transmitted diseases and prevention in Grade 7 and date violence and sexual identity in Grade 8. 
To read the full report, visit www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/RespectCulture.pdf
