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Renewable energy
Mr. Frank Klees: To the Minister of Energy: I want to follow-up on a question that the leader of the third party put to the minister regarding the abandonment of a $300 million investment in the province of Ontario for clean energy. The minister brushes this off as though it’s not a big issue, but no company abandons a $300 million investment for which they have already spent many hundreds of thousands of dollars, for no reason at all, and I would hope the minister is taking note.

The approvals and planning process for these projects is cumbersome, it lacks timelines and there are no co-ordinations. I would ask the minister this: Given the cancellation of this project, given the costs that are being incurred by many others in the process, will the minister tell the House what specific steps he will take to fix what is now a costly and frustrating planning and approvals process in this province—

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Thank you. Minister?

Hon. George Smitherman: In the answer to questions from the member from the third party, it was his characterization that there hasn’t been any wind development in the province of Ontario that I took issue with, because I’ve travelled and I’ve seen it and I see the results of it working to power homes and businesses across Ontario every single day.

But I do recognize very clearly that, with respect to the decision taken by EPCOR, there is explicit and implicit, an opportunity for us to do a better job of co-ordinating the various approvals. But I do want to re-iterate to the honourable member that of the 19 large-scale renewable projects that have had a contract available for them, 16 of those 19 projects have come to light. It’s a good record but we need to build upon it, and I look forward in supplementary to give the honourable member some further information about how I’m intending to respond to the opportunities that we have to enhance the regulatory processes in the province of Ontario.

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Supplementary.

Mr. Frank Klees: We’ve seen the minister’s $60 billion plan for energy supply for the province and we encourage the components of clean energy in that plan. What we are concerned about, and I’m pleased to hear the minister’s response—I look forward to hearing some specifics in terms of what he plans to do to ensure that future projects will have a process that is clearly delineated, that does not contain the duplications and the bureaucracy and the frustrations so that we don’t have a repeat of the EPCOR abandonment of a major multi-million dollar project. So I look forward to hearing specifically from the minister what steps he is going to take to ensure that Ontario’s planning process and approvals process is streamlined, so that these projects will, in fact, not only be encouraged, but that they’ll come to fruition?

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Minister?
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Hon. George Smitherman: At the heart of the matter, is a wide variety of regulatory approvals. That’s well-known. We’ve got a variety of agencies in the energy sector: the Independent Electricity System Operator, Hydro One and the Ontario Power Authority; we’ve got municipal approvals, and we’ve got environmental approvals. It is necessary to find mechanisms that will allow those complicated processes to be better aligned.

In the time since I’ve become minister, I could tell the honourable member that I’ve taken many, many opportunities in working with those very same partners to enhance the process. I will look forward to opportunities relatively soon, in engagement with other government ministries and with those energy agencies, to move forward with mechanisms that streamline the current circumstances. But I remind the honourable member, renewable energy was an option when his party was in power. They did not take advantage of it. When we came to office there were 15 megawatts of renewable energy. We’ve substantially increased that with much more in the pipeline, which we look—

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Thank you, Minister. New question

