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Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Mr. Frank Klees: To the Minister of Community Safety. During debate on the resolution calling for a review of the powers and authority of the OSPCA, the Legislature was presented with submissions from current and former OSPCA employees, inspection and enforcement officers, and current SPCA board members. Those submissions confirm that the OSPCA lacks the proper training, supervision and resources to carry out its mandated shelter services as well as its Criminal Code enforcement responsibilities, yet the government’s direction to Liberal backbenchers was to ignore that evidence and to vote against that resolution.

How can this government justify blindly supporting the existing structure of the OSPCA and knowing that it is incapable of carrying out its mandated responsibilities?
Hon. James J. Bradley: First of all, I would say it’s exactly the same as it used to be when the Conservative government was in power except that there is a strengthening of the laws that affect animal welfare in the province. You know that the prospective agents, for instance, today, under the new training, would obtain a recent police clearance, provide a recent driver’s licence abstract, pass a resume screening process to ensure they meet the entry requirements; successfully complete a 40-hour online training course and pass a written exam prior to acceptance into the program. Once accepted into the program all new agents are placed into the orientation phase of training, all agents are subject to 15 days of classroom and hands-on training, and six-month on-the-job mentoring program where they are paired with senior—
The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Thank you. Supplementary?
Mr. Frank Klees: The minister knows full well that the evidence presented to this Legislature by existing and former officers charged with the responsibilities mandated by this legislation, that that training is not being carried out; it is inadequate. The result is that the crown attorney, after reviewing all 43 charges laid by the OSPCA against the Toronto Humane Society, was forced to recommend to withdraw every single one of those charges, claiming that the investigation was botched. Why? Because the training is inadequate.
Liberal members of this House defeated the resolution that was to review the powers of the OSPCA to ensure that it could be properly resourced, properly trained to carry out those responsibilities.
I want to know from the minister, how long will this government ignore the clear evidence that the current structure of the OSPCA is inadequate to carry out its mandated responsibilities?
Hon. James J. Bradley: Day after day, members of your party get up and say that we shouldn’t be increasing the public service, that we should not be putting more bureaucratic red tape in front of the people of the province of Ontario. What you are recommending, in fact, would involve the government of Ontario hiring new staff, the government of Ontario having more power to exercise and a return to the political decision-making as opposed to those who are non-political in the decision that they’re making.

I want to indicate that there are even more things that have to happen now than when your government was in power. To move up, they have to, for instance, have four years of experience as a full-time agent, ensure all mandate requirements and re-certifications are complete and up-to-date, successfully—

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Thank you. New question.

