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Proud to be Canadian

"Proud to be Canadian". 
I heard those words often from my father, who although an immigrant to Canada at the age of 41, never missed an opportunity to express his pride at being a Canadian citizen. My parents celebrated their heritage and encouraged my sisters and me to do so as well, but they never missed an opportunity to remind us that we are Canadians first. Every effort was made to integrate into the ways of their new country and to learn the language that would enable them to build their new life. My sisters and I were constantly reminded that we can never forget that we were welcomed to this country, that it was a privilege to be granted citizenship and that all the rights and freedoms that come with being a Canadian citizen also come with the responsibility to be a productive, contributing and respectful citizen. 

As we prepare to celebrate Canada Day this year, I am reminded of the example set by my parents through their respect for their Canadian citizenship. Indeed, we all have many reasons to be proud of our country and our citizenship and to be thankful for the freedoms and privileges this great country affords us. 

“Freedom Is Not Free". These words are inscribed on the Korean War Memorial in Washington DC and we too often forget that the freedom and privileges we enjoy as Canadians are indeed not free. The price was paid by men and women who fought through two world wars and the many conflicts around the world since, including Afghanistan today. We can never take those sacrifices for granted and we can never forget.  

To the veterans who took up those battles for freedom in the past, to the brave men and women who are engaged in those battles today, I want to express our sincere gratitude for giving us our Canada, our freedoms and our many privileges.

To all who serve in our police, fire, emergency and health services, I express our appreciation and acknowledgement of their bravery and dedication to keeping our communities safe and ensuring a quality of life that is the envy of the world. 

To those entrusted with the administration of our justice system, which despite its shortcomings, continues to ensure that as Canadians, we are assured of the highest standard of human rights anywhere in the world and that we are protected against discrimination, I thank them for their vigilance and defence of the principles of justice that form the foundation of our democracy. 

To those in elected office at all levels of government and those employed in our public services, I express our gratitude for their dedication under often challenging circumstances. Regardless of political party, the willingness to serve is motivated by a desire to make our communities, our province and our country a better place. 

To the business leaders and entrepreneurs, who have been willing to invest and develop the businesses that form the foundation of our economy, I applaud their courage, perseverance and innovation. Whether in the service industry, manufacturing, high tech or agriculture, they have created the jobs that are the foundation of our communities.   

Finally, I want to express gratitude to the army of volunteers who so selflessly give of their time and resources to make our Canada the best place in the world to live and to raise a family. During my 15 years as an MPP in York Region, I have seen the hands of volunteers touching every aspect of life in our community. Whether through service clubs such as the Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, and Optimists, organizations such as Community Living and the United Way, or our hospitals and our churches, volunteers make   our community and Canada the special place it is. They make me proud to be Canadian. 

Happy Canada Day ! 

Frank Klees, MPP

