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For Immediate Release





May 20, 2010 
KLEES: Enhance Patient Access to Important Physiotherapy Services

(Queen’s Park)  Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees today made the following statement in the Ontario Legislature:

“May is National Physiotherapy Month across Canada. Over 7,000 Ontario physiotherapists practise in hospitals, community health centres and long-term-care and retirement homes; in home care, community clinics and in industry.

“Access to physiotherapy facilities by hospital in- and outpatients is an insured service under the Canada Health Act. Evidence shows the effectiveness of physiotherapy in the treatment of chronic illnesses and post-accident and surgery treatment to enhance patients’ timely return to their daily lives. Studies have also shown that access to physiotherapy services reduces the demand on hospital emergency rooms and the length of hospital stays.
“Yet to cut short-term health costs, access to publicly funded physiotherapy is dramatically declining in Ontario, with hospitals downsizing their outpatient physiotherapy clinics and CCACs applying severe restrictions on the eligibility and number of treatments per patient. Despite promises to the contrary, the Ministry of Health continues to exclude physiotherapists from family health units.

“National Physiotherapy Month is about showing Ontario physiotherapists how much we value their contributions to our health care system. On their behalf, I call on the McGuinty government to enhance patient access to publicly funded physiotherapy services.”
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