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	Petition to the Parliament of Ontario



Whereas there are more than 1,000 children in the Public and Catholic schools in York Region who are on the wait list for speech-language therapy;
And whereas there are thousands more in a similar circumstance across the province;
And whereas these are children who are struggling with speech and language disorders which can have serious consequences, without timely intervention;

And whereas it is the responsibility of the Central Community Care Access Centre to assign speech-language pathologists to provide therapy to children on the wait list, but the McGuinty government has substantially cut funding to the CCAC for speech-language pathology with the result that children are not being released from the wait list for treatment;

And whereas parents are being told to pay for private therapy if they want timely treatment for their children, but many parents cannot afford the cost of private therapy with the result that these children are at risk of increased severity of their difficulties impacting their social and academic skills;

Therefore, we the undersigned, petition the Parliament of Ontario to call on Premier Dalton McGuinty, the Minister Responsible for Children & Youth Services, the Minister of Health and LTC and the Minister of Education to intervene immediately to ensure that the Central CCAC develop a plan that will ensure that the more than 1,000 children in need of speech-language therapy in York Region, and thousands more in all regions of the province, receive the necessary treatment.
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Please DO NOT FAX   Return this petition with original signatures by mail or deliver to: 

Attention: Frank Klees – MPP, Newmarket-Aurora

Constituency Office: 14845 Yonge St, Suite 201 Aurora L4G 6H8   Tel: 905-750-0019
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