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A resolution to dramatically curb the powers afforded to the OSPCA — which has come under intense scrutiny amid an animal-welfare probe in Toronto and a controversial mass euthanasia in Newmarket — was soundly defeated in the provincial legislature Thursday.

The resolution, tabled by Progressive Conservative MPP Frank Klees, would have brought the OSPCA under the direct authority of the Community Safety and Correctional Services Ministry to ensure “effective provincial oversight of all animal shelter services in the province.” It also called for a separation of the animal-welfare agency’s sweeping policing powers and its functions as a charity.

The 24-17 vote to kill the motion was driven by the Liberal Party, with most of the support for the resolution coming from the Progressive Conservatives and the NDP.
Shortly after the tally came in, OSPCA chair Rob Godfrey dismissed the vote as being of little value, noting the society will continue to work with the legislation in place.

“What went on today was political gamesmanship from Mr. Klees,” he said, noting the process “distracts” from the genuine animal-welfare issues facing the province, including overpopulated shelters and toothless animal-cruelty laws.

Mr. Klees remained adamant that change is needed, saying the society has spiralled “out of control.”
“I am obviously very disappointed [by the vote],” Mr. Klees said. “I really was optimistic that the government members would consider all the evidence of the need for a review of the OSPCA Act.”

Mr. Klees says he was spurred to table the resolution after the Newmarket OSPCA euthanized 99 animals amid a ringworm outbreak in May. The public outcry was swift, particularly as the society admitted human error played a role in the infection’s rapid spread — yet the government acknowledged it had no authority to intervene.

Mr. Klees also decried the OSPCA’s handling of last year’s raid of the Toronto Humane Society, which came amid allegations of animal cruelty at the downtown shelter. All charges laid against the THS were subsequently withdrawn, with the Crown citing “serious breaches” of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms in how the raid was executed.

During a debate in the legislature Thursday, Eglinton-Lawrence Liberal MPP Mike Colle spoke out against the oversight proposal, citing the government’s recent changes to the OSPCA Act in 2009, which gave the society expanded investigative powers. Mr. Colle suggested the OSPCA cannot win — that critics either condemn it as being too aggressive, or not aggressive enough.

“They are caught between a rock and a hard place,” he said, warning Mr. Klees not to simply “condemn and point fingers.”
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