Headline: I Know You Won't Be Fooled 

I took my seat in the legislature as the brigade of pages distributed  large brown envelopes to each member's desk with military precision. 

This was a special occasion on the legislative calendar. The Minister of Finance would deliver his Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review, and in those envelopes was a copy of his speech and the detailed financial documentation relating to the province's finances. 

Just as I was handed my copy, the Finance Minister began to read from his prepared script. 

Predictably, we were told that all is well despite the fact that the government will spend $18.7 billion more over the next 12 months than it will collect in revenue. (Try doing that at home or in your business and convince your banker that all is well). 

Then, after a lengthy bluster blaming previous governments for the current woes of the province, came the big announcement.... 

" That's why today we are introducing the Ontario Clean Energy Benefit. The Ontario Clean Energy Benefit would give Ontario families, farms, and small businesses a 10 % benefit on their bills for five years. That would be 10 % off your electricity bill every month, effective January 1, 2011".

A standing ovation from the Liberal benches followed and the minister of finance took pats on the back from every one of his colleagues who could get close enough to get into the camera angle. 

Wow ! A 10% reduction on electricity bills. 

Well that's a bit of good news I thought, as I watched the minister continue to wax eloquent. But what you're not telling us, is  that those electricity bills have gone up by some 75 % since you took office in 2003. 

And you're hoping that people will forget that just a few months ago, you added an additional 8% by applying the HST to every item listed on their electricity bill - even the Debt Retirement Charge ! 

Typical of this government, to think that they can fool most of the people most of the time. Announce a 10% reduction on their electricity bill and the trusting public will be Ðeternally grateful and forget how they've been repeatedly stiffed  swith new fees and taxes over the past 7 years.

As the minister continued to read his self-congratulatory speech, I  began to leaf through the Background Papers that accompanied the speech.  Given the excitement expressed by the minister over his announcement of a 10 per cent benefit, my eyes fixed on the following sentence tucked into page 12 of the document :

" Over the next five years, however, residential electricity prices are expected to rise by 46 per cent...."

I looked around at my colleagues to see who else had picked up on this bizarre bit of information.  My seat-mate, John Yakabuski, who is our Party's Energy Critic had spotted it at the same time. Here it was, in black and white. While the minister is making a grand announcement about a 10% benefit on electricity bills, his own Background Paper that he just tabled confirms that electricity prices will actually increase by 46% over the next five years !

As we both refocused on the Finance Minister's speechifying, he was just wrapping up with the words, " Ontarians said to help with their pocketbooks -- we are taking action". 

I looked at my colleague and said, " I don't know about your constituents, but mine won't be fooled by this". 

Here's the math that Dalton McGuinty hopes you can't figure out:

A 75% increase (2003 to now)

Plus an 8 % increase (HST)

Less a 10% decrease (McGuinty Green Energy Benefit) Plus a 46% increase = ?

I invite you to send me the correct answer, and please check your hydro bill to get a sense of what the impact is on you and your family. And by the way, keep an eye on those bills to keep track of the increases that the McGuinty government has promised will come.  

Had enough ? The next provincial election will be on October 6, 2011, when you can let Mr. McGuinty know that you weren't fooled and that you have indeed, had enough. 

As always, I invite your questions and comments by contacting me through my website at www.frankklees.com or calling me at 905 750 0019. 

