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Everybody’s doing it !
The feds did it three weeks ago, the U.S. is moving ahead with theirs, Quebec dealt with theirs last month and B.C. started working on it last year.

Taking action on the economy is the latest trend in governance, but Dalton McGuinty clearly didn’t get the memo. 

Some governments chose an early budget, some an economic stimulus plan and others recalled the Legislature earlier than planned. They took action and moved quickly to protect their citizens from the slumping global economy. 

Meanwhile, in Ontario, Dalton McGuinty has been frozen like a deer-in-the-headlights, acting like he senses some sort of impending danger but doing absolutely nothing to get out of the way. 

He spent months in denial, standing behind his failed policies in a clear attempt to save face, but squandering precious time other provinces used to take action. 

Then, finally, McGuinty made a seemingly miraculous u-turn. He somberly told media that his Liberal government must “make some fundamental changes”. 

My colleagues and I in the Progressive Conservative Caucus wondered if we should have our hearing checked, but it was true. Mr. McGuinty finally admitted what we have been telling him for years: that his five-point economy plan was a five-point economic failure. 

It’s been over three weeks since his mea culpa and, unsurprisingly, it turns out that McGuinty was all talk and no action. 

Since then, he’s made speeches, held press conferences and uttered many words, but Dalton McGuinty has said close to nothing. We have no details of his ‘plan’. The one concrete piece of information Ontarians have gleaned from his government is that we can expect the budget in late March – a full month after the date they initially promised. 

Where’s the sense of urgency he displayed for the media three weeks ago?

Other provinces have announced measures to quell the economic downturn months ago, with Saskatchewan and B.C. introducing stimulus packages in October 2008. This isn’t about partisanship – governments of every political stripe have already taken action. Yet Dalton McGuinty and his Liberal government have decided to push their budget back another month. 

Ontarians aren’t fools. We know we’re the hardest-hit province, made worse by the Liberal government’s failed policies and inaction. Every month the number of jobs lost in our province grows larger, culminating in a staggering 71,000 jobs lost last month alone. 

So why is it that Dalton McGuinty and his government continues to dawdle? 

I sincerely hope the measures contained in the budget are worth the wait. I hope the McGuinty Liberals will take the advice the PC Party has been offering for years: lower taxes, cut red tape and create a stable and affordable energy supply. That’s what it will take to make Ontario an attractive place to invest in and bring business and jobs back to our province. 

We need bold policies followed by immediate action to get out of this economic quagmire. After months of inaction, Ontarians deserve nothing less. 
A Call For Action!
That's why I took the initiative this week to launch a petition calling on the McGuinty government to include a 3 month Provincial Sales Tax Holiday on cars and trucks. This is a practical measure that would stimulate car sales immediately and relieve the pressure on our local car dealerships that are backed up with inventory. It's a measure that is directed at the consumer, and would have immediate benefit. 

The petition in support of this measure is available for downloading on my website and at my constituency office. 

As always, I look forward to your comments and opinions on this or any other issues of importance to you. Please feel free to call me on my direct line at (416) 509-8999 or visit my website at www.frankklees.com.
