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Brace Yourself for Canada Day !

This Canada Day may well be remembered more for Dalton McGuinty's parade of new taxes that will begin to hit our pocket-books on July 1st than anything else. Brace yourself!
Here's what's coming your way:

The HST: The McGuinty government's grand idea of combining the Provincial Sales Tax with the federal GST into one tax and "making it simpler and less costly for businesses to administer the taxes. The problem? This new 13 % tax will now be applied to everything you touch and this tax grab comes at a time when we can least afford it - when we're still trying to cope with the worst economic crisis in recent memory, thousands are still unemployed and especially seniors and people on fixed incomes are struggling to make ends meet.

Finally, after months of denying that the HST will cost Ontarians more, even the Premier admitted this past week that everyone will be hit by this new tax, but that you'll just have to be willing to "pay the price" because, to quote the Premier, “you’ll be better off in the long run". Right!
Electricity, natural gas, heating oil, cable and even the cost of water; Starting in July, all your utility bills will be hit with the new 13% HST tax. But why will the biggest shock come from your electricity bill? 
Two reasons:

1) The McGuinty government decided that it would be a good idea to pay "green energy" companies as much as 20 times more to generate electricity than it costs to do so conventionally, and pass the cost on to you.  

2) That new "smart meter" that was supposed to save you money and help you conserve electricity. You're being charged for that so-called "smart meter" and when you look at your bill, you'll realize that your rates have actually increased, you're not using less electricity, but the only thing that's changed is that you're now doing the laundry at one o'clock in the morning! 
On Friday this past week, I was asked to help unveil a monument to the HST that was inscribed by Dave Tomkinson, the owner of Luesby Memorial Company in Newmarket. It reads: Wake Up Ontario - Dalton's Death Tax - $1,200 - $1,600 - We Will Never Forget You. Dave was inspired to create the monument when he realized that the HST would increase the cost of dying by as much as $1,600! 
I and my colleagues in the Official Opposition have been fighting this tax and calling on the McGuinty government to at least defer it.  As I've said many times since Dalton McGuinty first announced this drastic measure, I support simplifying our tax system, but I strongly oppose increasing taxes at a time when we can least afford it. This is the wrong time for the wrong tax!
Brace yourself. Canada Day is coming. 

As always, I welcome your comments on this or any other issue. Please contact me at www.frankklees.com or call me at 416 509 8999. 
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