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I want to follow up on the issues related to Ornge that we discussed on January 9th and to express our concern and disappointment at the lack of urgency and apparent continued apathy the government is demonstrating in its handling of this file. 

While we welcomed the replacement of Mr. Mazza and the announcement that the Board of Directors would be replaced, all indications are that the cover-up continues. 

While the President has been replaced, the rest of the senior management team is still in place. We have to ask, why ?

These are individuals who were directly involved in the planning and implementation of the complex schemes that are at the very core of this scandal. 

Their continued presence calls into question the government's intentions.  

Given the Minister's admission that she now questions the integrity of the information she had received from Ornge about the use of public funds "for their private endeavours" one would have expected that at the very least, those responsible for providing that questionable information to the minister would have been immediately removed from the premises pending the outcome of investigations. 

The message to employees, stakeholders and to the public is that nothing has changed. 

We now also have a better understanding of why the cover-up continues. 

We know that Health Minister Mathews and senior McGuinty Liberal staffers were completely aware of what ORNGE executives and its Board were up to. 

A released letter to Minister Mathews from ORNGE Board Chair Rainer Beltzner - dated January 19, 2011 - lays out their plans to leverage taxpayers' money for the purpose of funding their self-serving business ventures. 

The letter blatantly states that these  business ventures would  be possible because of the tax dollars Ontarians have invested "through their Government in building a world-class aero-medical transport system". (Pg 11)

What is equally as blatant and misleading is the claim that the multi-million dollar bond offering that ORNGE was planning to float would require "nothing from the Government" and "does not in any way prejudice ORNGE's ability to operate the Ontario System" (p 2). 

That of course is not true, as the entire offering is based on the underlying funding agreement that ORNGE has with the  Ontario government, and investors would rely on that funding as a assurance that their investment is secure. Furthermore, the annual interest payments to bondholders comes out of the government's $150 million annual funding of Ornge to pay for the delivery of air ambulance services.

The letter goes on to remind the Minister that while under the terms of the so-called Performance Agreement, her Ministry can monitor compliance, it does not "have the right to take over or direct the management or control of ORNGE, or appoint/replace the members of its Board of Directors or its management team". (P7)

This is disturbing on two levels: 

First, that this agreement was entered into by the government in the first place;

Second, that upon being reminded in this letter about the irresponsible terms of this agreement, the Minister didn't immediately take the necessary steps to end it there. 

The letter further states that an in-person briefing was scheduled for January 24, 2011 for representatives from the Premier's Office and the Ministry of Health to discuss ORNGE's business scheme in detail. 

That briefing did happen. 

With what we know now - the McGuinty Liberals have no choice but to accept our call for a Select Committee of the Legislature to investigate this mess. 

And while ORNGE executives are being investigated for abusing tax dollars, the same organization is also under investigation by the coroner’s office.  

How many deaths will it take for the Coroner to officially call a Province wide inquiry/inquest into all Ornge dispatched calls involving deaths? We are calling on the Coroner to initiate such an inquiry and to conduct an official review of all Ornge policies and practices so that all employees, past and present, can come forward and give evidence under oath.
Nothing short of such an inquiry and hearings by a Select Committee of the Legislature will ensure that we get the answers the public deserves.
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