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Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): To the Acting Premier: Minister, the Minister of Health and you today continue to deny that more people than ever are suffering on waiting lists for essential surgery in this province. How do you explain that 75-year-old Edith Horton of Richmond Hill, who was confined to her bed in unbearable pain for more than 10 weeks, waiting to have a critical back operation, was instructed by her orthopedic surgeon to call her MPP because he, the surgeon, saw no hope of getting her on an operating list? Acting Premier, is having surgeons refer their patients to MPPs part of your new waiting list strategy in this province, and if so, what am I, as the MPP, to do about the patient's circumstances?

Hon. Leona Dombrowsky (Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs): Our government has implemented a wait list program, where people in Ontario are able to access information around wait times in this province. We believe this is very important information. With respect to the situation you've described to me, I believe it might be helpful for both the family and the physician to access that information. It may be helpful for them to know where they can access more expeditious service. I will say, and the minister made it very clear, that as information becomes available on the wait time registry, that will enable this government to better understand where we need to focus our resources so we can continue to reduce wait times, and increase the number of these procedures that are taking place in our hospitals today.

Mr. Klees: I would ask the minister to beam herself down from her virtual health care world and deal with the real issue I'm asking her about. The rhetoric I'm getting isn't helping this patient, and it surely isn't encouraging to Mrs. Lena Lipp, who is 81 years old, also of Richmond Hill, who has waited seven months to see her orthopedic surgeon. When she finally had that meeting last week, guess what he told her? No hope of even getting an operating time for at least a year or more. Minister, Mrs. Lipp was told by her orthopedic surgeon not to go to a Web site. He told her, in practical terms, for more than a year there's not even a hope of getting her needed back surgery. She's in pain. This is a serious problem and I'm asking the minister, what do you expect -- by the way, he also told her to call her MPP. What is this referral to an MPP all about? Is that your new strategy for the province of Ontario?

The Speaker (Hon. Michael A. Brown): The question has been asked.

Hon. Mrs. Dombrowsky: I'm not able to comment on any direction any physician would give to any patient. What I would say to the honourable member, though, is that for eight years, prior to this government coming to office, wait times were not a priority. However, wait times are a priority for this government, and I'm very happy to report that we have invested an additional $261 million to address the wait time issue. As the honourable member has indicated, many people in Ontario are watching this government and the leadership we're taking on this very important file. I believe that the people of Ontario understand that for eight years this was an area that was sadly neglected, and that it is going to take a good deal of time to crawl out of that hole. But this minister, this government, has directed $261 million specifically to address – 
