May 2, 2008  

The Hon. Michael Bryant

Attorney General of Ontario

McMurtry-Scott Bldg

720 Bay Street

Toronto, ON M5G 2C1

Dear Minister:

Re: Rambo and Gabriela Nowakowska

I am writing on behalf of the teachers and students of Armitage Village Public School in Newmarket, who have contacted me regarding the plight of “Rambo”. Rambo is currently impounded at the Mississauga Animal Services awaiting the outcome of a court challenge with respect to the provisions of Bill 132. 

Under this legislation, what defines a “pit bull” is given wide latitude, with the burden of proof resting with the owner in each case.  In Rambo’s case, it is now well-established that he is not a purebred American Staffordshire. Under the regulations of Bill 132, Rambo also lacks any of the characteristic menacing qualities of Staffordshire Terriers or related breeds.  

Rambo’s owner, Gabriela Nowakowska loves her pet and is enduring great personal distress and suffering at being separated from him.  She is also enduring the hurtful stress of a court challenge which could result in her losing her pet companion forever. 

Rambo’s case has received wide publicity, as you know. Many animal lovers, including many school children, and advocates have come forward to plead for his release to his owner’s care.  

Minister, on behalf of those school children and specifically on behalf of the teachers and students of Armitage Village Public School in Newmarket, I ask that you use your Ministerial powers and order the  release of  Rambo back to Gabriela Nowakowska.  I trust you will agree with me that it is unfair to have to put Gabriela through further distress and financial hardship as a result of a court challenge that can be made unnecessary by a simple Ministerial ruling in favour of an exemption and mercy in Rambo’s case.

After having considered the particulars of this matter, I trust that you will respond positively to this request to reunite Rambo with his owner.

Yours sincerely,

Frank Klees, MPP

FK/sb
cc: Mrs. Sharma-Fleming's Grade 6 class
