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Federal government supports local Legions with ‘Poppy tax’ relief 
Provincial government refuses to wave HST on 'Support Our Troops' plates 
By By Lloyd Mack               
Poppies, Remembrance Day wreaths and 'Support Our Troops' licence plates have shared the political spotlight over the past week due to two government's differing positions on the application of the Harmonized Sales Tax on the items.
Late last week, Kenora MP Greg Rickford and other Conservative members of Parliament heralded the federal government's decision to provide a 100 per cent rebate of any sales tax the Royal Canadian Legion pays when they buy their poppies and wreaths from private sector suppliers.
"Our government is pleased to provide this tax relief to support the Remembrance Day Poppy Campaign" Rickford said in a release.  "Our action recognizes the special status of poppies and wreaths as symbols of the contribution, courage and sacrifices of those brave men and women who serve and have served in Canada's armed forces." 
Rickford noted the change restores the tax relief that essentially existed for poppies and wreaths until the previous Liberal government removed it in 1996. With the proposed rebate, Remembrance Day poppies and wreaths will be fully free of any sales tax. 
"The 'poppy tax' meant a portion of the donations that Canadians made every year on Remembrance Day did not benefit the Legion and our Veterans" said Rickford. "That was wrong, and I am glad our government is restoring this tax relief and helping our veterans in this small way."
The rebate would be retroactive to Jan. 1, 2010 to cover any sales tax on the current year's poppies and wreaths acquired by the Royal Canadian Legion.
The Ontario government, while promising to rebate the provincial share of the HST on the Legion poppies, refused a similar break for 'Support Our Troops' plates as proposed by PC transportation critic Frank Klees, MPP Newmarket-Aurora.
Rather than pocket the increases resulting from the HST assessed on the plates, Klees asked the Liberal government designate those funds to the military families the plates are intended to benefit.
"Ontarians are willing to pay more for the 'Support Our Troops' licence plates, because they believe that the additional fee will go toward the support of our veterans and our military families," Klees said in a news release. "Will the Minister of Finance agree to turn over the HST Ontarians pay for these plates to our Veterans and their families?"
Responding for the McGuinty government, Dwight Duncan refused the proposal.
"This was a missed opportunity," said Klees. "It's disappointing that this reasonable request was turned down. Given the billions the government is collecting through the HST, this was an opportunity to express support for our troops and their families in a practical way."
