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ONTARIO GOVERNMENT PROTECTS MORAINE WATER RESOURCES AND NATURAL FEATURES
CALEDON - Water resources and natural features on the Oak Ridges Moraine would be protected in perpetuity by a historic and comprehensive provincial plan proposed today by Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister Chris Hodgson.

Speaking at Albion Hills Conservation Area on the Moraine, Hodgson said legislation to be introduced this afternoon would, if passed by the Legislature, allow the government to protect 100 per cent of natural and water resource features on the Moraine, preserve agricultural land and focus development in approved settlement areas. A clause in the legislation would prevent sensitive core and linkage areas from ever being diminished. 

"The plan would include strong policies to protect water quality and quantity on the Moraine," Hodgson said. "It would protect wellheads, cold water streams, such as those running into Lake Simcoe, and all kettle lakes on the Moraine. It would require innovative stormwater management practices to protect sensitive recharge areas, and prohibit technologies that cause rapid infiltration of stormwater into groundwater."

Hodgson said the legislation and plan build on the final recommendations of the Oak Ridges Moraine Advisory Panel, which includes environmentalists and developers, and representatives of the municipal, academic and resource sectors. 

“I want to acknowledge and thank my colleague, Oak Ridges M.P.P. Frank Klees, for the leadership that he has demonstrated on this issue.  Frank Klees was the first member of our government to advocate for a definitive provincial policy for the Oak Ridges Moraine.  He has consistently and persistently argued for a balanced policy that would protect the environmentally sensitive areas of the moraine, while respecting the rights of property owners and recognizing the economic and societal realities.  I know that Frank will consider his role in this legislation a key achievement in his political career, and he should be recognized for his efforts by his constituents and all Ontarians,” Hodgson said.  

"This legislation - and the proposed Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan - represent a monumental achievement," Hodgson said. "Over the past few years, municipalities, developers and environmentalists have spent millions of dollars and many months arguing before the Ontario Municipal Board about individual development proposals. Agreement seemed impossible. But when stakeholders representing a broad range of interests on the moraine were brought together, and challenged to look at the big picture and to reach a consensus, they rose to the challenge. The proposed plan, based on the Advisory Panel recommendations, would safeguard the Moraine now and in the future, while providing certainty for environmentalists, developers, municipalities, aggregate producers and farmers."

Hodgson also announced the settlement of several outstanding development applications before the Ontario Municipal Board. In the summer, he asked David Crombie to bring together all the parties with an interest in the applications and seek an agreement consistent with the principles of Smart Growth and the proposed plan.

As a result of those discussions, some 1,000 acres of sensitive land have been secured so natural areas can be protected. This is being accomplished through land donations and exchanges for provincially owned developable lands off the Moraine. A corridor across Yonge Street would be created that protects vital natural features, such as Bond Lake and its catchments. The lands being protected by the province are intended to be used to create a spectacular showcase park.

"Everyone involved in these discussions was totally committed to finding a fair solution that protects the environmental integrity of the Moraine," Crombie said. "I am delighted to have been part of this process, and to have helped protect these critical lands on the Moraine."

The province also plans to create a continuous east-west trail along the Moraine, so that everyone, including seniors and people with disabilities, can enjoy the natural beauty of the Moraine. Supporting the trail will be an Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation with a mandate to fund activities such as land securement, research, monitoring and public education. 

Hodgson said funding for the Foundation would come from a combination of public and private sources. He said the provincial government has committed $15 million in cash plus a substantial donation of land to be valued through a fair and transparent process that will be determined by the parties involved, toward a partnership fund. The federal government and the private sector will be challenged to participate in this fund. 

If the legislation is approved by the Legislature, the Minister would appoint an interim board to develop Foundation programs, determine actual funding needs, and seek partnership funding. The interim board would include: John Riley, Science Director of the Nature Conservancy of Canada; John Burke, Deputy Minister of Natural Resources; Rick Symmes, board member of Ontario's Living Legacy Trust; Russ Powell, Chief Administrative Officer of the Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority; and James McKellar, Associate Dean, Professor and Director of the Schulich School of Business at York University. 
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Backgrounders: 

The Proposed Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan 

Moraine Policies Would Protect Water Resources and Natural Features 

Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation to Fund Land Securement, Stewardship, Education Programs 

Critical Moraine Lands in Richmond Hill to be Protected as Park 

Fair Treatment for Applications Already in Development Process 

Eastern Municipalities to Have More Flexibility to Promote Growth 

Developing a Protection Plan for the Oak Ridges Moraine 

