For Immediate Release



May 17, 2001

Klees pushes Moraine Bill through Legislature in one day – Six-Month Freeze on Development now law
Richmond Hill – Frank Klees, MPP (Oak Ridges), this afternoon pushed through legislation that would implement a six-month freeze on development on the Oak Ridges Moraine.

Earlier today, Mr. Klees joined with Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister Chris Hodgson and some of his Caucus colleagues in proposing a six-month freeze on development in the Moraine while a clear long-term strategy guiding the future of the Moraine is developed.

Following the announcement of the Government’s plans, Mr. Klees managed to get all-party consent in the Legislature this afternoon to pass all three readings today, ensuring the freeze on development would take place immediately.

Speaking at Mill Pond Park in Richmond Hill this morning, Mr. Klees said, “I’ve been saying for years that all environmentally sensitive areas of the Moraine must be protected. Today’s legislation allows everyone concerned with the Oak Ridges Moraine an opportunity to dialogue and collectively determine what the future of the Moraine should be.”

“Consistent guidelines that appropriately protect the long-term future of the Moraine are needed. Our Government will take a leadership role and hold full consultations on this extremely important issue. Based on those discussions, we will ensure a clear policy reflecting those discussions is put into place, and that the Moraine’s future as an environmentally important geographical resource is protected,” said Mr. Klees.
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