Statement on Korean Foundation Day

3 October 2006

By Frank Klees, MPP, Oak Ridges

PC Citizenship & Immigration and Education Critic

Today marks the traditional founding of Korea by the god-king Tan’gun in 2333 BC.  It is a great national holiday of the more than 4,000 year old nation and people of Korea.

According to tradition, Hwanin, the heavenly king, had a son by the name of Hwanung who wished to live on earth among men.  Accompanied by 3,000 followers, Hwanung came down from heaven and appeared under a sandlewood tree on Myohyong-san in the north of Korea.  He ruled over the people he found there.

A bear and a tiger in this land wished to become human and asked Hwanung to fulfill their wish.  He gave them each some basic food and told them to stay out of the sun for 100 days.  They retired to a cave nearby, but the tiger soon left due to impatience and hunger.  The bear endured and was finally turned into a woman who later bore a child called “Tan’gun” the Sandlewood King.

Tan’gun became the first human king of the people of the Korean peninsula, establishing his capital at Wanggom which is today P’yongyang in 2333 BC.  He called his kingdom “Choson” which means “Morning Calm.”
Tan’gun Day or “Kaechon-jol” commemorates the founding of the Korean nation that fills the people of Korea with great pride in their ancient traditions and values, including the values of personal service, love, charity to others, the cultivation of self and truthfulness.  Every October 3rd, National Foundation Day, white-robed believers make a pilgrimage to Mani-san on Kangwa-do in celebration of the birth of Tan’gun and his dedicated service to the Korean people.
On this special and solemn occasion of the foundation of the nation of Korea, and on behalf of the Ontario Progressive Conservative Caucus, I would like to extend my warmest best wishes to the entire Korean Canadian Community for a happy Foundation Day.

The flag of Korea, which is the flag of the historic Korean Empire, will fly over the Parliament of Ontario today.  It symbolizes also our acknowledgement of the many ongoing great contributions of Korean Canadians to Ontario for which we are all deeply grateful.
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