February 7, 2003

Grade 9 Geography Class

Dear Students:

Thank you for you letter expressing your interest in becoming engaged in our vision to protect the Oak Ridges Moraine. As you are no doubt aware, as the Member of the Provincial Legislature for the riding of Oak Ridges, I have made the protection of the Oak Ridges Moraine a priority and take much pride in the fact that our government passed a historic piece of legislation which will permanently protect all of the environmentally sensitive areas of the moraine. 

There is much more that can be done however, to enhance the Oak Ridges moraine and to ensure that even more of its land mass is preserved for future generations. Our government created the Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust, which facilitates the purchase of appropriate parcels of land for preservation as part of the moraine. You may want to become involved with the organization that is actively promoting acquisitions of land for this purpose. There are also a number of local organizations dedicated to enhancing the moraine through such activities as tree planting and other ecological initiatives and educational programs.

I have enclosed copies of a map of the Oak Ridges Moraine, which outlines the area now protected by the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act, 2001 from Caledon to Northumberland. 

I understand that at xx School you promote awareness of environmental issues.  Public awareness of the significance of the moraine is ultimately important, and anything you can do to assist in raising that awareness will be of value.

Thanks again for your interest.

Sincerely,

Hon. Frank Klees, MPP

