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October 20, 2008 Editorial
The news just keeps getting worse for Ontario's economy. The province's already pummelled manufacturing sector was dealt another blow last week after auto maker Daimler AG announced it is closing a truck plant in St. Thomas. That's on top of hundreds of thousands of manufacturing job losses in recent years. 

And a TD Economics report last week concluded that "the Ontario economy will at best be essentially moving sideways over the next nine-to-12 months."

Provincial Finance Minister Dwight Duncan will address the situation in his annual fall economic statement on Wednesday. But that document will primarily deal with short-term concerns, such as whether the province is falling into a deficit position. Also needed is a longer-term look at the Ontario economy in the post-industrial era.

To that end, Progressive Conservative MPP Frank Klees has proposed that the government strike an all-party select committee "to chart a new course for Ontario's struggling economy." 

The advantage of a select committee, says Klees, is that it can be structured "in a non-partisan way." That could include equal representation from all parties and rules that prevent government members from dictating the agenda. 

Forming such a committee would send a clear signal that the governing Liberals "really are interested in listening," Klees argues. 

Unfortunately, the Liberals have sloughed off Klees' proposal. "I like the idea, and that's why we are, in effect, doing that," Premier Dalton McGuinty said last week.

McGuinty was referring to the annual budget consultation hearings to be held by the standing committee on finance and economic affairs. 

Those consultations – a parade of special-interest groups arguing for tax breaks or spending increases in the spring budget – hardly amount to the kind of long-term, comprehensive examination of the province's economic future that is needed. 

Klees has come forward with a good idea. Under the current circumstances, the government should not dismiss it so cavalierly.
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