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Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): Before I respond to the minister’s statement, I want to say that I and my colleagues in the official opposition celebrate the improved results of the standardized tests. We want to give credit to the teachers, the principals and the students who applied themselves to the business of learning. 
I want to read into the record the following quote: 
“Eight years after standardized tests in Ontario, there is mounting proof the scores—including the latest batch due today—are providing schools with the power tool to pinpoint how to help children learn, says Premier Dalton McGuinty’s special adviser on education.”
I want to remind the minister that it was in fact the previous government that implemented the tests that we’re celebrating today. I want to remind the minister that he and his colleagues, including the Premier, voted against having standardized tests. If it wasn’t for these standardized tests, he would not be able to benchmark the progress that our students are making in this province today.
While this report is encouraging—because we do recognize the trend that, by the way, began before this year. The trend of improvements, contrary to what this minister would have us believe, didn’t start yesterday. It started already under the previous government, and we celebrate that as well. What is sobering about this report as well is that there are still some 53,000 students in grade 6 who have not reached the provincial standard in reading skills and some 58,800 students who have not reached the provincial standard in writing skills and mathematics. That was the reason that we implemented these tests, to ensure that we could pinpoint where the improvements need to take place.
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I want to take this opportunity to commend the work of the EQAO. Charged with the responsibility of administering these tests province-wide, as an independent agency, their work is vital to ensure that the goal of these provincial tests is achieved. I commend them on their work today.
It is because of these standardized tests that the government, schools, principals and parents can focus in on where we have to make improvements in our education system, that we can put the appropriate resources behind the teaching of these classes and into the classrooms. That was the purpose of these tests that this minister, that the Premier, that that government opposed while they were in opposition. Today, he welcomes them, and we celebrate this about-face on behalf of this government. Thank you for recognizing that the previous government, in its wisdom, implemented standardized province-wide tests to improve education in this province.
It’s also because of these tests that we can now debunk some of the urban legends that have in the past caused us to write off certain schools or groups within schools for economic or cultural demographics. There are examples in this report published today of schools where there is a very high multicultural population—where the general income levels are lower than in many areas of the province and where there is a very high  percentage of immigrants—where they have results that are above the provincial average. That is to the leadership credit of principals and teachers and teaching teams in these schools that have made it their business to ensure that students are motivated and that we put the necessary resources in place to motivate these students.
So I would call on this government to take the results of this test and deal with it in a positive way, not for partisan purposes, but to recognize the work of the teachers, recognize the value of these standardized tests, and continue to work based on the foundation that the previous government has put in place in the education system in this province.
